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A CHANGE OF COMMAND

In 2011, Soldiers & Sailors saw a change of com-
mand with the election of a new President and
Board of Directors.

In May 2011, President Ron Gancas announced his
retirement after working for thirteen years at Sol-
diers & Sailors. At its May meeting, the Board of Di-
rectors passed a motion for John F. McCabe to
succeed as President & CEO beginning July 1, 2011.
It was also passed that Ron Gancas stay on the
board with the new honorary title, President Emer-
itus, as an award for his continued dedication and
support of the organization.

As Soldiers & Sailors looks to its next one hundred
years, itis led by newly elected President John F. Mc-
Cabe. He previously served as Executive Vice Presi-
dent, is a retired US Army Reserve Major, and a
graduate of Penn State and Duquesne University
School of Law. He is also a member of the Allegheny
County Bar Association’s Military and Veterans Af-
fairs Committee.

Soldiers & Sailors also elected new officers for its
Board of Directors, which is comprised of commu-
nity members, individuals appointed from veteran
organizations, and local political leaders. The board
works with staff and administration to raise aware-
ness of the organization and its mission. Members
support programs and events, help build partner-
ships, and approve important initiatives.

Mr. Ralph Ussack was elected as Chairperson. Us-
sack, a Marine veteran, has served on our board as a
community member for more than five years.
Michael Murphy, who serves as Executive Assistant
in Allegheny County’s Department of Veteran Serv-
ices and was appointed to our board by the Ameri-
can Legion, will serve as Vice-Chairperson. President
Emeritus Ron Gancas will serve as Treasurer, and
Paul Platek, an Army veteran who has served on our
board since Soldiers & Sailors became a nonprofit
more than ten years ago, will serve as secretary.

Hall of Valor 1963

1910 -1999 PART Il - ANNIVERSARY SERIES

The early years of Soldiers & Sailors were simple
and defined mainly by necessity. From 1910-1999,
Soldiers & Sailors was run by a Board of Managers
that oversaw operation, rentals and rules and reg-
ulations. Allegheny County provided capital and
services necessary to run and maintain the build-
ing. Any memorabilia, artifacts, books or records
obtained by the museum were stacked in the base-
ment or shelved for posterity.

For the first thirty years of its existence, guests
only visited Soldiers & Sailors to see the grand me-
morial, its Civil War memorial plaques or to attend
events. As time continued, Soldiers & Sailors
slowly became the repository of the artifacts of a
dying generation. It was briefly managed by the
Spanish-American War Veterans, then World War
[ and so on as time passed.

During this time period many noteworthy events
occurred. Staff created exhibit cases to display do-
nated artifacts that had been in storage. The cli-
mactic cage and escape scene from the 1991
movie, Silence of the Lambs, was filmed in the ball-
room and the University of Pittsburgh’s under-
ground parking garage was constructed.

In 1963, the Allegheny County Board of Man-
agers established the Hall of Valor program to
honor Allegheny County veterans who were
awarded for heroic actions during times of mili-
tary conflict. The Hall of Valor program remains a
critical tool in executing the memorial’s mission.

As with many aging buildings, this once proud
institution slowly fell from grace. Capital needs in-
creased and eventually because of county budget
restraints, repairs were only made reactively in
emergency situations rather than maintaining and
caring for the building.

In the nineties, Soldiers & Sailors was the subject
of several newspaper articles that detailed the
neglect and underuse of the building and its finan-
cial strain on Allegheny County. In order to assist
both the memorial and the county, privatization
was suggested as a solution. In 1999, a new dream
was born for the memorial. A new governing trust
was developed and the break from Allegheny
County was set in place. Director Joseph Dugan
and Assistant Director Ron Gancas launched Sol-
diers & Sailors on a new course for the twenty-
first century.

During the Cannon Ball on Oct. 16, 2011, Ron Gancas was
presented with his retirement gift from the staff. This
bomber jacket has an official Soldiers & Sailors Patch and
name tag with his new title, President Emeritus.

On the Cover
The cover shows Ron Gancas, President Emeritus, standing on the memorial’s lower roof beside the

statue America. The photo by John F. McCabe symbolizes Ron Gancas reflecting on his time at Soldiers
& Sailors as he approached his retirement on June 30, 2011.




Dear Friends,

If there is one thing most people agree on, it is this - change is unavoidable. It may be subtle
or life altering; it may be something we had hoped for or something we wished never hap-
pened. Our children change, our careers changes, our opinions change (and here in Western
Pennsylvania, just wait a moment and the weather will change, as they say). But among all of
the changes, there will always be a few constants.

In 1999, Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum Trust, Inc was created and started its
journey into the future by building on a historical solid base. The Trust’s business plan, op-
erations, practices and structure took on a new look, but the mission to remember and honor
our veterans remained the same.

In 2001, our worlds changed forever after the horrific attacks by terrorists on our own soil.
For a while, our lives as we knew them seemed as though they would never be the same, but
we adapted, overcame and we pressed on. It’s been more than 10 years since that infamous
day - with one of the bluest skies I can ever remember seeing - and it’s been 10 years since
our military began one of their longest campaigns ever. During that time, many aspects of our
military have changed - structure, mission, training, and focus. Our country has had a resur-
gence of patriotism, both as a whole and with an added individual focus on a new generation
of veterans. But, Soldiers & Sailors did not have to change its focus or purpose.

In 2008, our economy took a drastic turn for the worse. Soldiers & Sailors made changes in
how we conducted our daily operations and explored new sources of financial supporters.
Yet our dedication to preserve Soldiers & Sailors as a living memorial remained as steady as
ever.

In July 2011, Ron Gancas retired as President & CEO of Soldiers & Sailors after 13 years of
dedicated leadership and passionate employment, including 6 years as our President. I began
my new leadership role intent on keeping this place we call “the Hall” progressing in the di-
rection our past leaders have taken. Our goal and mission remains the same.

Now, as we close out 2011 and welcome 2012, we are seeing the end of major military op-
erations in Iraq, and beginning to see the same in Afghanistan. Many of our brave men and
women will return home for good. Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum Trust, Inc. is
ready to welcome them, recognize them, and honor them, just as those veterans were recog-
nized and honored in 1910; and just as they were with every other new generation of veterans
since then. That has not changed and never will.

Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum spent much of 2011 celebrating the 100th an-
niversary of its existence. Now, we are looking to 2012 and beyond with the same focus and
the same mission. Help us with your monetary donation to remain that constant, and support
our mission to preserve this memorial, remember our military’s men and women, and teach
generations yet to come about their sacrifices.

Sincerely,

John F. McCabe
President & CEO
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Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

If you are unable to support our mission today, or
would like to make your donation online,
please visit our website at anytime and click on
the “Donate and Support” tab.

Additional support programs include:
o Friends of Soldiers & Sailors

© Pathway to History Brick Program

o Legacy gifts*

*General estate planning information and guidance is
available through our Legal Department.




Left to Right: Chairman Ralph Ussack, Jan McCarthy,
Judge Michael McCarthy, President John McCabe

FRIEND & PATRIOT OF THE YEAR

HONORABLE MICHAEL E. MCCARTHY

During the VIP reception following the Cannon Ball
Military Follies Revue on October 16,2011, Soldiers
& Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum Trust, Inc. rec-
ognized the Honorable Michael E. McCarthy of the
Court of Common Pleas Fifth Judicial District Civil
Division with the 2011 Friend & Patriot of the Year
award. As a former Navy Seabee, Judge McCarthy is
familiar with the trials and tribulations faced by
those who have served and are serving our country.
Judge McCarthy has graciously donated his time and
effort to support Soldiers & Sailors and spread
awareness of its mission. He was instrumental in
starting the veteran court program in Allegheny
County which emphasizes treatment over punish-
ment.

"As a veteran, | am keenly aware and supportive of
the mission of Soldiers and Sailors; to remember
and pay tribute to all who have served our great
country in times of war," said the Honorable Michael
E. McCarthy. "I am honored and humbled to be cho-
sen as Friend and Patriot of the Year."

2012 HALL OF VALOR INDUCTIONS

The Joseph A. Dugan, Jr. Hall of Valor program has
been active since the 1960s and honors veterans
from across the state that have gone above and be-
yond during times of military conflict. Currently,
more than 600 veterans have been inducted who
are recipients of The Congressional Medal of Honor,
The Kearny Cross, Distinguished Service Cross,
Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, Silver Star, Distin-
guished Flying Cross and Soldier's Medal. The Hall
of Valor is open to veterans who were born, enlisted,
or lived most of their lives in Pennsylvania.

The next induction ceremony will occur on Sunday,
March 25, 2012. In order to be considered for this
class of inductions, applications must be received
by February 1, 2012. For more information or to
apply or nominate an honoree, please contact Casey
Patterson.

As a century old historical landmark and archi-
tectural marvel constructed by world renowned
architect Henry Hornbostel, Soldiers & Sailors
is one of Oakland’s shining jewels, as well as one
of her best kept secrets.

The grand ballroom, one of the building’s
greatest treasures, exudes a sense of effortlessly
elegant grandeur with a kiss of old world charm.
Visitors are overwhelmed with its dramatic and
ornately detailed high ceiling. Exquisite crafts-
manship of this magnitude is unparalleled in
modern architecture. While this one of a kind
space impresses guests, some clients choose to
enhance its elaborate ceiling by cascading vari-
ous decorative elements across the ballroom’s
grand balcony.

Our versatile venue boasts a simple yet sophis-
ticated color scheme, which does not rival bold,
vibrant décor. This allows for the use of a wide
variety of colors and materials. Adding a few ob-
jects helps to customize the space creating
drama and visual interest.

Many brides have strung festive paper lanterns
in many shades such as fuchsia, lavender, rose
and snow using heavy duty fishing line, giving
the impression that the lanterns float in midair
in the evening light. Other brides have hired en-
gineers to drape lit tapestries over the balcony
in rich colors such as wine, gold, cherry, cream
and plum. One crafty bride purchased gossamer
draping and simple string lights to create and
hang her own tapestries, appearing comparable
to high end professional work.

While details such as these create a unique and
personal feeling, when it comes to your recep-
tion décor, be mindful of the fine line between
enhancing and overpowering.

Paper lanterns float above the bride and groom
during their first dance.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO...

The Education department at Soldiers & Sailors has
continually improved and expanded since its incep-
tion in 2000. This year, its efforts were recognized by
the community and both of our staff members
earned prestigious awards.

In October, Director of Education Tim Neff received
the “Friend of Social Studies” award at the Pennsyl-
vania Council for the Social Studies’ 58th Annual
Conference and in November, Historian John L. Ford,
Sr. was named by The New Pittsburgh Courier as one
of its “Men of Excellence.”

Neff was presented the “Friend of Social Studies”
award at the opening reception of the Pennsylvania
Council for the Social Studies’ 58th Annual Confer-
ence on October 13. This special award is awarded
to a non-teaching professional in the state of Penn-
sylvania who is dedicated to the promotion of Social
Studies education, exhibits conscientious interest
and involvement, has furthered the interest of social
studies teaching and studies interest in Pennsylvania
and is particularly supportive of the Pennsylvania
Council for the Social Studies. As the fifth recipient
of the award, Neff was the first honoree that does not
hold a political office. Neff has been working as the
Director of Education at Soldiers & Sailors for more
than nine years.

The New Pittsburgh Courier honored Ford at a spe-
cial reception at the Fairmont Hotel on October 27,
2011. Ford was among 50 African-American men
from our region who have made significant contri-
butions to the community and business world. The
“Men of Excellence” represent individuals who have
exemplified strength by standing firm in the face of
adversity, leadership in periods of struggle, compas-
sion in times of peril, and integrity in the midst of op-
position. Ford is among a prestigious list of
educators, activists, former athletes, politicians and
others who all serve as role models to the commu-
nity. Ford joined Soldiers & Sailors three years ago
as a part-time Historian after retiring from the Sen-
ator John Heinz History Center.

Tim Neff receiving his award from PCSS.



2011 YEAR IN REVIEW

Soldiers & Sailors collected

items for Toys for
Tots with
Carnegie Mellon
University and

Abraham Lincoln stopped on February 14 to once the U.S. Marines.
again address Pittsburgh during the
150th Anniversary of his Inaugural Journey.

The Memorial Day Celebration
goes to the dogs. It honored
military mascots and working

canines.

Soldiers & Sailors
joins forces with
Pitt Students on the
10th Anniversary
of the 9/11 attacks
to remember the
fallen Pennsylvanian

Students enjoy this
summer ‘s Civil War
History Camp.

military personnel.  Sullivan Super Service

presents a donation
to John McCabe.

The Crossing of America Tour stops at
Soldiers & Sailors as it crosses the United States
raising awareness and funding for
Wounded Warriors and the Families of Fallen Heroes.

Performers at the

Cannon Ball Military Follies Revue.

Councilman
Bill Peduto
declares
October 11
Soldiers &
Sailors Day
in the City of
Pittsburgh.



WITH OUR CURATOR

Since its opening day in 1910,
Soldiers & Sailors has been a
place of memory, and for one
hundred years donations of arti-
facts from military families have
come into the museum and
have been displayed to inter-
pret the story of military
service.

While visiting the museum,
guests enjoy many touching
and personal artifacts. Most
recently the addition of a
showcase dedicated to those
who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan has brought our
current time to be inter-
preted. The display show-
case contains uniforms worn

in the conflict, as well as a selection
of gear and material used by two
local soldiers, Captain Mathew Bo-
cian and SGT Dan Kysela.

Shortly after the display was fin-
ished a recently returned
Afghanistan veteran, SGT Daniel
Bailes of the 28th Infantry Division C
Company 1-110th Infantry Regiment,
stopped by to ask whether we would
display a small memorial flag which
had hung in his tent.

The flag, or more properly guidon,
is swallowtail shaped with embroi-
dered wording and insignia applied
to its desert sand colored body.
Stitched onto the flag is the Keystone
patch of the 28th ID along with the
patch of the 82nd Airborne. Along the

SANTA CLAUS VISITED CiviL. WAR SOLDIERS

By: Andrew Palamides, Intern from Robert Morris University

The Christmas of
1862 marks the
debut of the modern version of Santa
Claus in American culture. Thomas
Nast who was considered the “Father
of the American Cartoon” created the
icon’s appearance. Nast based his
version off Clement Moore’s 1823
book A Visit from St. Nicholas, also
known as The Night before Christmas.

With Moore’s description of Santa
Claus’ physical appearance inte-
grated with Nast’s native German tra-
dition of St. Nicholas (a fourth
century bishop known for kindness
and generosity) the likeness of Santa
Claus was portrayed as we know it
today. Nast’s Santa Claus appeared on
the Saturday, January 3, 1863 cover of

MARCH

4th - United States Navy Band
Sea Chanters
25th - Hall of Valor
Induction Ceremony

APRIL

30th - Air Force Band of Flight
Night Flight Jazz Ensemble

Harper’s Weekly, which is a part of
the vast collection of Harper’s Weekly
magazines housed at Soldiers &
Sailors. The kind, warm-hearted fig-
ure representing Christmas is shown
with along beard wearing a shirt cov-
ered with stars and handing boxes to
Union soldiers at a campsite. The
boxes included items such as a meer-
schaum pipe, stockings with various
items inside, and even a jack in the
box for the drummer boy. Thomas
Nast invented the image of Santa
Claus to memorialize family and the
sacrifices of the Union during the
Civil War. However, the use of Claus
was depressing at first because Nast
was saddened by the separation be-
tween soldiers and family.

Although it was not yet a national
holiday, Christmas was normally a
traditional festival celebration during
the era of the Civil War. For the sol-
diers in camp, this time of year was
celebrated with festivities and enter-
taining events. Men would play
amusing games such as trying to
climb greased poles or chase after
grease-covered pigs. The modern
American celebration of Christmas
involving gift exchanging was devel-
oped in larger cities such as New
York after 1880.

Source: Ohio State University:
http://cartoons.osu.edu/nast/santa_camp.htm

2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAy
8th - Children’s Choice Awards

31st - Memorial Day Celebration
with Relaying of Cornerstone (tentative)

ULY
23rd - 27th
WWII History Summer Camp

Registration begins in February.

SEPTEMBER

15th - 30th Annual POW/MIA
Vigil by Vietnam Veterans Inc.

OCTOBER

6th -6th Reg. USCT Drum

Corps performs in the
African American Heritage Parade

top reads “In Memory of” and at the
bottom “SFC Robert Fike and SSG
Bryan Hoover” The two Pennsylvania
soldiers were in SGT Bailes Company,
and were both regrettably killed in an
explosion triggered by a teenage sui-
cide bomber on June 10, 2011. Bailes
explained that Hoover and Fike were
best friends and were killed together
while on patrol.

SGT Bailes’ request to display this
memorial guidon was easy to honor.
Our mission here at Soldiers and
Sailors is to remember the service of
our troops past and present. The
names and the memory of Hoover
and Fike join the ranks of other Penn-
sylvania soldiers recorded here who
gave their all.

Harper’s Weekly Cover
January 3, 1863

NOVEMBER

11th - 6th Reg. USCT Drum

Corps performs in the
Pittsburgh’s Veteran’s Day Parade

3rd - Cannon Ball Gala

30th - Military Follies Revue
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SOLDIERS & SAILORS FRIENDS MEMBERSHIPS

WAR ON TERRORISM MEMORIAL

Jarrid L King Demtrius M Frison Kenneth R VanGiesen
Privat $30 Robert C Sisson Jr Edward D Mills Christopher M Wrinkle
Fr:'el::siv(ied:;;:\:j"rr;i.s.s.igr.l.."";\;l.e.r.r;l.):r.s.;;i.}; o Wesley ] Hinkley Joseph M Garrison Patrick R Dolphin

John F Kihm Kenneth B Elwell Daniel L Zerbe

Sentinel Magazine
Parking*

Lapel Pin

Benjamin F Bitner

Brian K Mowery

Michael ] Strange

Squad......ccevrvererer e s e $60 Edward W Koehler

Includes free admission for up to 4 people
Membership card Sentinel Magazine
Lapel Pin Parking*

Chief Petty Officer.................. $100

Six one-time use guest passes Hat or Mug
Free Individual Admission Membership card

This memorial, created in 2004 as part of our “Pathway to History,” is dedicated to
the Pennsylvania Fallen Soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Above are the names
of those to be added since the last issue of The Sentinel. A complete list of those re-
membered is available on our website. Click on the Veterans & Military link.

PATHWAY TO HISTORY BRICK PROGRAM

Sentinel Magazine Lapel Pin

Parking* @ Bricks are placed into the patio in front of Soldiers & Sailors’ Fifth Avenue Entrance.
qutaln...................................$250 Combine several bricks to create a memorial to your family, friends and loved ones.
Brick** Hat or Mug

Bricks can be combined (two bricks across and several down) in order to make a
larger message.

Six one-time use guest passes Free Individual Admission
Membership card Sentinel Magazine
Lapel Pin Parking*

Colonel.......cerrervereenrerre e e $500

Ten one-time use guest passes Statue***

JBricks make excellent gifts for holidays, birthdays and anniversaries.

WProceeds benefits Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum Trust, Inc.

Erid(l**d' idual Admissi ?Aat O}j Mu}% d © Each brick has 3 lines 14 spaces per line. Please use the form below for Donations
ree Indiviaua mission embpersnip car )
Sentinel Magazine Lapel Pin & Name does not have to be a veteran. Friends, Memberships and Bricks.

Parking* @ No limit on the number of bricks purchased.

Send Payable to: Soldiers & Sailors

Commander & Chief ..............$1,000 + ©$75 each 4141 Fifth Ave, Pittsburgh, Pa 15213
Name Plate added to Donor Plaque in the museum
Guided Group Tour up to 12 people Name:
Ten one-time use guest passes Statue***
Brick ** Hat or Mug Address:
Free Individual Admission Membership card
Sentinel Magazine Lapel Pin Phone: Email:
Parking*
Row 1
*Parking validation up to $7 during regular museum hours with presentation of parking
ticket for the University of Pittsburgh's Soldiers & Sailors garage after your museum visit, Row 2
subject to availability-not valid for special events. Row 3
**Brick-Personalized and engraved using your wording and placed in the front patio. . _ _
Name(s) on bricks do not have to be veterans. Friends Level: $ Donation Only: $ Brick Total: $
***§tatue-17" resin casts, hand painted and finished, created from Frederick Hibbard's . Exp. . Money
original 1922 maquettes of the soldier and sailor statues displayed on the front lawn. Credit Card Date Visa | MC | DISC | AmEx|CHECK] Order




SULLIVAN SUPER SERVICE IS OFFERING
UP TO 30 PRECISION FURNACE TUNE-UPS

As a fundraiser for Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum.

Sullivan will perform a tune-up for $50 (normally $99)
if you write your check to
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum.

Offer Available Call Now!
Until This is a limited
January 31st, 2012 time offer.

412-271-0900

www.SullivanService.com

This offer is not valid with any other offers and is only available to single

family residential unit customers.

SOLDIERS & SAILORS IS SUPPORTED BY:

Allegheny County
PHMC

EDUCATION RESOURCES

Education Department’s Mission:

Soldiers & Sailors houses a vast collection of primary and secondary
military artifacts and documents. It is our mission to promote the use of
these educational items and create an understanding for all groups who
visit the museum. We provide a rich learning experience for all visitors
by exploring the deeds and sacrifices of ordinary citizens during extraor-
dinary circumstances.

Available Opportunities:
& School VIP & Guided Tours
& Classroom Presentations

& Scouting Programs

& Summer History Camps

@ Junior Docent Program

& Reunion & Adult Group Tours

CustoMIZED TopPics INCLUDE:
Civil War, World War I, World War 11, The Home Front,

Korea & Vietnam, Modern Wars, Women and the Military,
African Americans in War, and Heroes of American Wars

For more information, pricing and to schedule tours, contact
Director of Education Tim Neff at tim@soldiersandsailorshall.org.

*Bus SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE*

N

CONTACT EDUCATION DI AR
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